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The Good Samaritan Boys Ranch has
provided a home to abandoned,

Preparing for Adulthood

FOOTSTEPS TRANSITIONAL LIVING PROGRAM

A special house ex-
ists in Springfield
that not only pro-
vides a safe and
stable environment
for young men, but
also gives them an
opportunity to start
a new life and pre-
pare for being on
their own.

Footsteps Transi-
tional Living Pro-
gram (formerly Atti-
tudes) is a project of
the Good Samaritan
Boys Ranch. The
program serves
boys age 16 to 21
who are transition-
ing from residential
care to independent
living. Residents
must either be in
school or employed.

While living at Foot-
steps, young men
learn a variety of
skills which will help
them transition to
living on their own.
Budgeting, house-
keeping, time man-
agement and life
skills are taught by

Giving a troubled child the opportunity for a better

Footsteps staff and
adult mentors.

A converted nursing
home in central
Springfield houses
the program, but
normal wear and
tear have left it in
need of a facelift.
The Good Samatri-
tan Boys Ranch has
launched a make-
over project for the
facility and plans to
get underway in
June.

“The quality of our
environment im-
pacts our self-
esteem. With just a
small investment,
the facility can be
made more home-
like and welcoming
for the boys, their
families and friends

and the staff,” says
Casey Wray, Foot-
steps Director. The
make-over project
will improve the
common areas that
provide benefit to all
10 residents and
staff. The living
room, kitchen and
dining room all need
improvement and a
storage area is
needed for freezers
and equipment. The
makeover will also
renovate 5 bath-
rooms.

Individuals,
churches and busi-
nesses in the com-
munity can help with
donations of cash,
materials and ser-
vices. To help, call
the Ranch at 376-
2238.
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Enjoying the Outdoors P
Warmer weather means more outdoor op- Outings SU_Ch
portunities for the residents at Good Sa- as these give

maritan Boys Ranch. On March 16, staff the boys a
took a group of 27 boys to Paddy Creek chance to ex-

Wilderness Area in the Mark Twain Na- perience the
tional Forest and camped for five days. natural world,
Despite some chilly and wet weather, it develop an ap-
was a great trip! preciation for

nature and learn how their behavior im-

Activities included horseback riding, hiking, Pacts the environment. “It was great! |
using a map/compass and a variety of didn’t think | could do it but I did. It really
games. Residents learn the value of team- made me feel good about myself. It also

work and leadership while developing trust helped me to talk to my peers and staff
and self-confidence. about how | was feeling,” says George, a

14-year-old resident of the Ranch.

In mid-April, a PACK Expedltlon (Prowdlng
Awareness Change & _
Knowledge) was led by
Recreation Director John
Whittaker. He took a
group of boys kayaking
on the Niangua and
Eleven Point rivers. Boys |
are chosen to participate
based on their treatment

A group of boys will travel this summer to
participate in the Summer H’'Olympics
involving kids from residential treatment

| facilities across the country. The event
will be held June 16—19 at Mellon Uni-
versity in Pittsburg. Competitive events
include softball, basketball, volleyball,
swimming and track. Although the boys
will be competing, added benefits are
teamwork, sportsmanship and fun!

Ranch Establishes o
] assist residents of the Ranch who are
Education Fund graduating or receiving their GED and

wish to continue their education. “Many
A generous donor has set the stage for the  of our kids come from economically dis-
Good Samaritan Boys Ranch to establish advantaged families and lack the re-

an Education Fund which will assist high sources to pay for higher education,” ex-
school grads with furthering their educa- plains Executive Director Kevin Killian.
tion. The fund has been started with a “This generous donation will help the

$100,000 anonymous challenge donation Ranch offer our residents a chance to
and the Ranch hopes to match the gift dol-  realize their dreams by attending college
lar for dollar by the end of the year. or technical school.” To donate to the
Good Samaritan Boys Ranch Education
Once established, the Education Fund will ~ Fund, contact the Ranch at 376-2238.



Graydon Springs Camp
Looking for an outdoor location to hold
summer camp? Need a place to hold
you next corporate retreat? The Good
Samaritan Boys Ranch acquired Gray-
don Springs Camp several years ago
from Camp Fire Boys and Girls. The
facility is available for businesses,
churches and other non-profits to rent.

Located 30 miles north of Springfield
near Walnut Grove, the camp has lots
to offer from simple day camp to over-
night camping. Graydon Springs offers
a rustic wilderness setting convenient to
Springfield, a variety of lodging options,
a large dining hall with kitchen, large
outdoor swimming pool, several creeks,
horseback riding and over 200 acres to
explore.
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The Camp is also located adjacent to the
Frisco High Line Trail which is ideal for bik-
ing or hiking.

To request a brochure or rate information
for Graydon Springs Camp, contact Julie
Conway at 376-2238 or visit our website at
www.ranchlife.org

Longhorn Grill
Charity SweepSTEAKS

The Price Cutter Charity Championship
is set for July 16-24, a month earlier than
previously. That means you have less
time to purchase a 2006 Longhorn Grill
SweepSTEAKS Season Pass. The pass
will gain you entry into all tournament
play and give you a chance to win great
prizes.

This year, two grand prizes are up for
grabs—a 2006 Cadillac CTS and
$10,000 cash. Each day, drawings will
be held for gift certificates to area restau-
rants and attractions. The pass is $25
and all passes sold by the Ranch means
more dollars for the charity. Contact the
Ranch to purchase your season pass.

Save the Date!

Millwood Children’s
Charity Auction
Sunday, June 11, 5:00 p.m.

Millwood Golf and
Racquet Club

Benefiting the
Good Samaritan Boys Ranch
$500 for table of 8, $75 per person
Includes Poolside Buffet
Call 376-2238 to reserve your spot!
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“Giving a troubled child the opportunity for a better life”

Thank You Friends of the Ranch!

The 4th Annual Bolivar Insulation Charity
Golf Tournament on April 3 was a success!

Thank you to the following sponsors:

Bolivar Insulation
Springfield Brake Company
AllComm Technologies
Stephens Pharmacy

Hiland Dairy

Montileone Development Company
Citizens Memorial Hospital
McDonalds

Penmac

Oliis & Company

Empire Bank

Lathrop & Gage

Johnson & Johnson

Price Cutter

Harter House

Repeat Performance Video
RC & Associates

Ozarks Coca-Cola Bottling Company
Queen City Vending
Walmart

Garbo’s Pizzeria Midtown
Panera Bread

Springfield Little Theatre
Body FX

Linda’s Flowers

United Missouri Bank
CoxHealth

In Memory of Cleona Doran

Jim Gillenwaters

Botsford Construction

Mary Knutson

Retha Palmer

Charleine Kerr

Debco Management Company
National Home Products

G.D. Adams

Richard Owensby

Grace Anderson

Ronald Elkins

L.A. Nickels

Dale Pearce

Hal Buchert

William Christopher

Cinnamon Square Property Owners

Best of 417 Party a Success!

Thanks to 417 Magazine, four local charities including
the Good Samaritan Boys Ranch shared in the pro-
ceeds from the Best of 417 Magazine Party which net-
ted $37,480. Over 1,800 people attended the event on
February 19 at University Plaza Convention Center.



